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iv         RES PUBLICA 
 
AUTHOR BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Erin Strauts is currently a sophomore at Illinois Wesleyan University, pursuing a Political 
Science major and Psychology and Economics minors. She is the vice president of College 
Democrats and the fundraising director for IWU’s Rock the Vote. Although she still has two 
years left at IWU, after graduation she plans on attending graduate school in order to study 
political psychology or survey methodology.  
Nathaniel Erickson is a senior Political Science major and History minor at Illinois Wesleyan 
University. Originally from Lombard, Illinois, his prime area of study has been in the 
international realm – in addition to his work at IWU, he spent one semester in Washington, D.C. 
studying Peace and Conflict Resolution, a course of study that included a trip to Bosnia, Serbia, 
and Croatia. After graduation in May of 2008, Nathaniel will be teaching high school 
government in Memphis, Tennessee through Teach For America. 
Krystyna Zwolinski is a senior at Illinois Wesleyan University from Park Ridge, Illinois. She 
will graduate in May of 2008 with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in both Political Science and 
Hispanic Studies. She is a member of various groups on campus, including Pi Sigma Alpha and 
Sigma Delta Pi. After graduation, Krystyna will work in the non-profit sector in Chicago. She 
also hopes to work with international students studying in the United States. 
 
Daniela Stojkova is a senior Political Science major and Sociology minor at Illinois Wesleyan 
University. Originally from Bulgaria, Daniela is a member of Pi Sigma Alpha and has been 
active in Circle K, Sierra Student Coalition, and Hall Council. She is also currently an intern at 
the Assistant State Attorney’s Child Support Division office. After graduation in May of 2008, 
she plans to attend law school in Chicago in hopes of becoming a family attorney.  
 
Nicole Schiller is a senior at Illinois Wesleyan University who will graduate with a Bachelor of 
Arts Degree in May of 2008. While at IWU, she has pursued a Political Science major and a 
minor in German, with a special interest in veterans’ affairs and special interest groups. She is 
also currently the president of IWU’s College Republicans. After graduation she will be moving 
to Springfield to join the staff of the House Republicans. 
 
Amanda Weier is a senior at Illinois Wesleyan University from Carol Stream, Illinois. She will 
graduate with her Bachelor of Arts Degree in May of 2008 with a double major in Political 
Science and Hispanic Studies. Her post-graduation plans include teaching English abroad and 
working as an advocate for social justice. 
 
Leah Strege is a third-year senior at Illinois Wesleyan University from Schaumburg, Illinois. In 
May of 2008 she will complete her double major of Political Science and English-Literature. Her 
special interests include African politics and the international political economy. Leah is vice 
president of Pi Sigma Alpha and a member of Sigma Tau Delta, the English honor society. After 
graduation she hopes to join the Peace Corps with her fiancé.    
